The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE)

Improperly Installed Fences May Cause
Drainage Problems and Flooding!

Every time it rains, many homeowners experience drainage issues on their properties. Some of these
drainage complainfs result from improperly installed fences. An improperly installed fence can
block storm flows — runoff from storm precipitation — and cause water to pond in your yard or your
neighbor’s yard. Blocked water can damage fences, draw mosquitoes and hasten lawn erosion.

FENCES MUST BE INSTALLED WITH STORM FLOWS IN MIND
TO ENSURE FENCES DON’T BLOCK STORMWATER FLOWS!

:

Prince George’s County Code requires fences to be installed according to the following criteria:

1. For fences that cross swales Fence with Surface Drainage
— littfle streams on your lawn

that collect sformwater — the EETeeRT a0
bottom of the fence must be
raised at least 6 (six) inches
above the bottom of the
swale, also called the “invert”
of the swale. See the diagram.

2. To prevent surface stormwater
— also called sheet flow —
from being blocked by fences,
fences should be constructed

. i N e Min. 1” clearance
af least 1 (one) inch GbOYe fhe | Wire mesh with  Swale  Min. 6” between  between bottom of
ground level, as shown in the | Ground openings not bottom of fence  fence and ground

diagram. surface smaller than 1" x 1” and invert of swale surface
may be installed

Remember, fences can impede stormwater flow and cause damage to your yard or your
neighbor’s yard. Build fences according to County Code to avoid drainage issues, mosquifoes
and expensive repairs!

Visit the DPIE website at dpie.mypgc.us and see the reports below for more information:

® Drainage and Flooding in Prince George’s County - '
® DPIE's Drainage Defects Complaint Program (for new homes) DPI E )
¢ |nformation about Flooding and Flood Insurance

® DPIE Under Construction Newsletter May 2021 INSPECTIONS AND ENFORCEMERT

Angela D, Alsobrooks

County Executive

, ) ) Melinda Bollin
Prince George’s County Stormwater Management Design Manual & Divector g



https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/1024/Permitting-Inspections-and-Enforcement
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/35172/Drainage-and-Flooding-in-Prince-Georges-County--County-Council-Presentation-Binder
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/3670/New-Home-Drainage-Forms
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/369/Flood-Insurance-Rate-Maps-Flood-Insuranc?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#nfip
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MDPGC-2d8192d?wgt_ref=MDPGC_WIDGET_97
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4627/Design-Manuals-PDF

